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od’s Sovereign Hand

This story is a long one, as it spans over two years.

Some times we don’t see everything that God’s hand
was doing until the end, but oh, how awesome it is when we
can look back and see it a/// On May 16, 2008, a man using
the New Hope for Freedom Jail Ministry Series in the Polk
County Jail saw such a great need for the materials to be in
Spanish to help Spanish speaking prisoners, that he gave a
$2000 donation for us to begin a Spanish translation project.
At the time, we had no idea what this would involve, but we
began searching for the right person to do the job. We asked
around, we looked on the Internet, we searched, and
searched. At times I felt like: We actually have money to pay
someone! Why can’t we find anyone who wants it?! But at the
same time, we were working on the materials, getting the
computer file ready to give the person when we found them.
By then, we had been using the materials in counseling and in
teaching seminars for several years. There were many places
where we had written notes in the margins; interesting points
to add, better ways of explaining something, things we
wanted to adjust or add. And God had also been teaching us
more during this time; sometimes teaching us something that
needed to be added; sometimes giving us a better understand-
ing of something, and sometimes even correcting our view.
So we decided that we needed to go through Phase I with a
fine tooth comb to prepare it for the project with anything we
had ever wanted to change, adjust, or rearrange. We knew
that if it was going to be translated into Spanish, it had to be
exactly the way we wanted it, because once it was done, there
would be no changing anything. Going into it, we had no idea
what this would involve either! With much prayer, countless
hours, study, research, and work, Cindy, Andrea, and Julie
went over Phase L. It was a long and often difficult process.
But we were absolutely amazed at how much better it turned
out to be. Along with all the things the Lord had taught us
that made it better, He also enabled us to make it more con-
cise, make it flow better, and make the instructional notes
even easier to follow. After we finished Phase I in the Prison/
Jail Ministry form, it was so much better, we didn’t want to
use anything else! We knew we had to use it to update our
Biblical Counseling form, the Bible Study Series, and Per-
sonal Workbooks. We had never stopped working on the
Phase I1I materials, so when that was completed, we saw that
we had a product that was far superior to what we had been
using all this time, we had to make it complete by going over
Phase II in the same way.

We can hardly believe what it has turned into! If you
have ever gone through the New Hope Series in the past, you
should consider taking a second look. There is so much that
has been improved and new elements added that are key to
making the entire study series complete. Even before the new,
improved edition, people would say that they got so much
more out of it by going through it a second time. But now,
people are amazed at what it has turned into. This has been

one of the most powerful displays of God’s sovereign hand at
work that we have experienced here. He is the one who ar-
ranged for that man in Des Moines to get the materials. He
revealed the need for a Spanish Translation and caused the
man to give the donation. He even controlled us not being
able to find someone to do it until we went through the entire
editing process. He was definitely controlling the editing, and
then when the time was right, He connected us with the per-
son He had chosen to do the job! We did have a few leads
during the time we were searching for someone, but each
time, God closed the door— firmly. Just as we were almost
done with the materials, a woman on our Intercessory Prayer
Team told me about a friend of hers who used to be a mis-
sionary in Guatemala who might be able to do this kind of
job. I sensed as soon as she told me, that this was finally the
one, and it was.

Katie Perez, and her husband Hugo (who is native
Spanish speaking), were missionaries at an orphanage in
Guatemala for many years and have since moved back to the
United States. When I first called Katie, she could also see
God’s sovereign hand at work. She and her husband had just
been talking about the idea of doing some translation work as
a way for Katie to work from home. They said they would
take a look at the Phase I book and give us an idea of what it
would cost. After carefully considering the project, they said
they wanted to give us a conservative price, because they feel
the project is very worthwhile and would impact many lives,
and they would like to be a part of it. Here again, we had no
idea what was involved in actually doing the job. Here is how
Katie describes the process:

“We would put a lot of time and effort into it to make
sure that it would be very accurately translated. Translating
into another language is more time consuming than many
people realize. Each language has their own word order and
there are many words that are difficult to find that perfect
word that means nearly the same thing in both languages. It is
more than just translating something word for word--that
would not make sense in the other language. You have to first
interpret what the words are saying, choose words in the sec-
ond language with a closely matching meaning, and then
change the word order to make sense in the second lan-
guage. Sometimes you can spend ten minutes or more on a
phrase trying to get it just right. Translating a verbal conver-
sation is much easier, because it doesn't have to be perfect,
and you don't have to double-check the spelling, grammar or
placement of accent marks. But a written translation well
done requires much time and many tools and revisions.”

—Continued on page 2
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The cost quote for Phase I is $4500. From our previ-
ous searching, we know this really is a conservative price.
The translation would be done on the Leader Handbook file.
Afterwards, all instructional notes to the Leader will be re-
moved, spacing adjusted through the entire file, leaving the
Student Handbook. So they are really giving us two translated
books for this price. Katie and Hugo offered to first translate
the “Who God Says I Am” Bookmark at no charge, which
will be available soon for ordering!

So, we knew we had a need of another $2500 for the
Translation Project. But this is not a problem! God’s promise
to supply all of our need (Philippians 4:19) is not determined
by the amount! It was discussed at our last Board Meeting
and a decision was made to make the need known to all on
our mailing list and ask for 25 people who would give $100
each (or whatever they could give), with both of our Board
Member couples each giving the first $100. My husband and I
are also giving an additional $100, which brings the need
down to $2200 to complete the translation of the Phase I
Handbooks. If you would like to give toward this special pro-
ject, please write “Spanish Translation Project” on your dona-
tion. All donations are tax-deductible and go toward helping
so many people. Anything we would receive over the amount
needed will go into a special account to be used toward the
next project, which will be translating Phase II, and then
Phase III to have the complete series. But so much can be
done with just Phase I, so we are very excited about getting
that taken care of.

One thing I’ve come to realize is that when God’s
hand is at work on certain aspects of your life or ministry, He
is at the same time, sovereignly working all of those different
aspects together in the bigger, over-all scheme of things. To

get a glimpse of the bigger picture— please read on...

God has also revealed through the work on the

updating of the materials into our Second Edition,
some of His over-all work in this ministry and the lives of the
people involved. The Christian walk is a journey. This minis-
try is made up of many individuals who God is taking through
this journey and He’s doing it in a way that has ingeniously
been designed to advance this ministry along a journey at the
same time. You may have heard the illustration of how life is
like a cross-stitch picture. We are usually looking at the back
side, which reveals what looks like no picture at all. But then
when God gives us a glimpse of the front, we see that all those
stitches have been woven together to create an indescribably
beautiful picture. That’s what I felt like when God showed me
some of the picture concerning New Hope. Here is what I dis-
covered: New Hope’s actual beginning was on July 21st, 2001.
That was the day the Lord first revealed to me that there would

be a place like this in Centerville, lowa. This year, by July 21*
of 2009 (July 1* was the actual date), the master files of the

od’s Sovereign Hand Continues

second edition of

all three Phases were
completed. July 21%,
2009, marked the end
of the eighth year of
New Hope. I know
there are probably
different opinions on
the meanings of Bibli-
cal numbers, but in
the information I
heard, the number
eight in Hebrew sym-
bolizes completion.
We are now in the
ninth year and the
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New Hope Ministry
(Ministerio Nueva Esperanza)

number nine in He- SR e

brew symbolizes fruit-
fulness! When 1 saw
that, so much began to make sense to me and a “new” hope
and anticipation began to fill me. There have been so many
joys, but there have also been many difficult things to go
through. Even the really hard things I can now appreciate in
a new way, seeing that God has used them in His process of
making us into what He wants us to be. We know this is a
process which He will continue in this ministry, and in each
one of us individually. Even though it can be very painful at
times, we would not trade it for anything, and it is a joy to
“press on toward the mark of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). We pray that you will be
able to see how God has, and is, using you in the stitches
making the beautiful cross-stitch picture of New Hope.
Without you— the picture wouldn’t be complete. We cannot
even begin to thank you enough for all your prayers, your
sacrificial service, gifts of materials goods, and finances to
help in the work of New Hope. What a joy for us all to be co
-worker’s together with God (1 Corinthians 3:9). Thank you,
thank you, thank you for the beautiful thread of your part in
this ministry.

Any good product undergoes much testing. We wrote
these materials and put them through eight years of testing.
The feedback we have received over that time and what
we’ve learned from so many people testing them is what has
made them into what they are now. You saw the prototype.
What we have now is not really a second edition, it’s the
finished product. If you have ever gone through the New
Hope materials in a Seminar Class or as counseling, you
have had a very important part in this finished product, and
we thank you very much. We would love for you to take an-
other look now and see for yourself the finished product.
Check out the New Hope Series in the many different minis-
try forms at our website:
www.NewHopeMinistryAndCounselingCenter.org Orders
can be place on-line or by phone: 641-856-3326.
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all Soup Supper/Auction

We’re so excited to announce our plans for a combi-

nation Soup Supper/Auction as our Fall Fundraiser.

Mark your calendars for Friday, November 13" It’s
probably going to be a bit cool by then, so we thought a bowl
of Chili or some Ham and Bean soup with some corn bread to
go with it might really hit the spot. We’ll have desert too!
Serving will begin at 5:00 p.m. with the auction starting at
6:30 p.m. in the old gym at Howar Jr High School. In order to
have a successful auction, we need to have some good items.
We’re asking you for a donation of one or two nice items (big
or small), things that you yourself would want to purchase.
(We respectfully request that no clothing, junk, or broken
items be given.) Included in this request are baked goods of
any kind. Many of us have recipes that have been handed
down from our mother or grandmother, but we only get them
out during the holidays. Would you consider digging them out
a little earlier this year and making some delicious treats to
share?

This is your perfect opportunity to do some early
Christmas shopping and buy some homemade cookies, bars,
candy, or popcorn balls to have for the holidays. Thanksgiving
will be less than 2 weeks away. You can save yourself some
time in the kitchen, which means you’ll have more shopping
time! What a plan!

But of course, we don’t want to limit you. If you have
a special recipe for a cheesecake or a seven layer carrot cake,
by all means, put on your apron and bake! I’d be in the market
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for some chocolate covered peanuts or cashews, hint, hint.

Keep in mind that we’re looking for very “gently” used
items. Of course brand new items are definitely acceptable, as
well as your homemade goodies.

Please take your items to Howar Jr High, beginning
Monday, November 9" through Friday, November 13™ between
the hours of 9:00 a.m and 2:00 p.m. Enter through the North
doors and STOP at the office, immediately to your left, and they
will direct you to the old gym. It is our understanding that they
will have you place your items on the stage, as there may still be
some classes held in this area. On Friday, November 13", you
can also drop off from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (we ask that you
please wait until after 4:00 p.m. to take items and/or your baked
goods, as it can get a little hectic between the hours of 2 and 4).

Won’t you consider offering up a sacrifice for the work
of the Lord? We know He will bless you for it. Don’t forget, fair
market value of the items you contribute is tax-deductible (we
will give you a receipt upon request). Please plan to come and
spend the entire evening with us. Come enjoy some great home-
made soup, good fellowship, and do some shopping too! All
monies raised will be used by New Hope Ministry & Counseling
Center for the purchase of supplies and materials to further the
Lord’s work. We are truly co-laborers together in this work.
“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh har-
vest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest” (John 4:35). Let’s
serve Him together and make a difference in our community.
We look forward to spending the evening with you!

Fall Soup Supper/Auction

All proceeds go to the Local Mission Work of New Hope Counseling Center
Friday, Nov. 13th at Howar Jr. High

Love Offering for Meal which includes:
Chili/Ham&Bean - Corn Bread - Dessert - Drink

(Children 8 and under Free)

Supper will begin being served at 5:00 p.m.
Silent Auction on a few special items.
Featured Auction to begin at 6:30 p.m.

Bring New or Gently Used Items or Baked GoodsRuor8letise Items or Baked Goods you Need

You can receive upon request a tax-deductible receipt in the amount of the value of your items donated.

Drop your items off at Howar Jr. High (office) Mon. through Fri. the 9th-13th
from 9 am - 2 pm and 4 pm - 6:30 pm on Friday.

Be sure to come (and bring some friends) for a fun night!
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Bring New or Gently Used Items
or Baked Goods to Séturchase ltems or
Baked Goods you Need!
A fun way to help with the Local Charity

& Mission Work of New Hope Counseling Center.
More details inside...
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